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 Research Challenges in Developing On-Farm Food Safety Standards for Fresh Produce  The foundation of 
sound food safety management programs and policy is research-based data that accurately reflects on-farm and 
postharvest risk potential and risk exposure.  Within the advances and accomplishments of both approaches to   
address industry’s priority needs, limitations and impediments to conducting effective, practical solutions-directed 
research will be presented. 
 
Presenter:  Trevor Suslow , Ph.D., Extension Research Specialist, University of California-Davis 

The Grocery Manufacturer Association’s (GMA) Current Perspectives on Produce Food Safety   Topic        
description is forth coming. 
 
 
Presenter:  Robert Brackett, PhD,  Senior Vice President and Chief Science and Regulatory Affairs Officer, GMA 
Washington, DC 

What is the Council for Improving Foodborne Outbreak Response (CIFOR) and What Have They Been Up To?   
This presentation will provide an overview of the Council and explain how it relates to other work by FDA, USDA, 
CDC and others on foodborne outbreaks, and provide a brief overview of CIFOR’s primary product to date:       
Guidelines for Foodborne Disease Outbreak Response.  
 
Presenter:  Scott E. Holmes, REHS, MS 
Manager, Environmental Public Health Division-Lincoln Lancaster County Health Department 

Produce Outbreak Update  This presentation will discuss the past 10 years of outbreaks linked to fresh produce, 
including highlights of the 2008 outbreak linked to tomatoes/peppers.  This presentation will also discuss the       
challenges in produce outbreaks and actions FDA is taking to address those challenges. 
 
Presenter:  Jack Guzewich 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Food Defense, Communications and Emergency Response, College Park, MD 

Food Safety Response to Salmonella Contamination of Alamosa, CO Water System  In March of 2008, the city 
of Alamosa experienced a community-wide Salmonella outbreak which was traced to the water distribution system.  
Capt. Kunkel’s presentation will provide an overview of the assistance provided in inspecting restaurants and other 
food facilities in advising them of the requirements of if and when they could resume operation. 
  
Presenter:  Capt. Cindy Kunkel, RS, MPH, Regional Food Specialist, Lenexa, KS 

 

5th Annual 
Food Safety Task 
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Update on Country of Origin Labeling  Congress has passed a Country of Origin law that went into effect on   
September 30, 2006 for seafood and on September 30, 2008 for all other covered commodities.  This presentation 
will provide an overview of the Country of Origin Labeling statute as it applies to the food industry. 
 
Presenter:  Kathy Siefken, CAE, Executive Director, Nebraska Grocery Industry Association 

Sanitation: Essential Foundation for Food Safety  Without a clean and sanitary environment, product contamina-
tion is likely, which can lead to spoilage, reduced shelf life, recalls, and even worse, outbreaks.  This presentation 
will review sanitation basics and provide examples of how sanitation fits into well run food safety management    
programs. 
 
Presenter:  Katherine MJ Swanson, Ph.D., Vice President Food Safety, Ecolab, Eagan, MN 



AGENDA DATE & LOCATION 

8:00 - 8:30 am     Registration  

8:30                     Welcome & Introductions                  
8:35 - 9:50       Research Challenges in  
                                 Developing On-Farm Food 
                                 Safety Standards for Fresh 
         Produce 

9:50 - 10:10       Break 
10:10 -11:30        Grocery Manufacturers  
          Association’s (GMA)  
                                  Perspective on Produce 
                                  Food Safety                                       

11:30-12:00 pm   What is the Council for 
                                  Improving Foodborne  
                                  Outbreak Response  
                      (CIFOR) and What Have 
                                  They Been Up To? 

12:00 - 1:00        Luncheon 

               
 
         
 
 
 
 

DREGISTRATION FORM 

 
PLEASE COPY FORM FOR ADDITIONAL PARTICIPANTS The 2009 Food Safety Task Force            

Conference will be held on Wed. March 25th 
at the Country Inn & Suites Conference Cen-
ter at 5353 No. 27th Street  in Lincoln, NE.          

 
Take the I-80 exit 403.   Travel south to Folk-
ways Blvd. Turn west at the light and take an 
immediate left going south.  Parking lot is the 
second entrance on the left. 
 
For room reservations, call the Country  Inn 
and Suites  at  402/476-5353 and mention the 
Nebraska Food Safety Task Force.  Rates:  
$70 + tax single; $80 + tax for double.        

DIRECTIONS & LODGING   
INFORMATION 

Name ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Title ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Agency __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address _________________________________________________________________ 
 
City ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
State _____________________________________________ Zip Code ______________ 
 
Phone (_____) ___________________  E-Mail __________________________________ 
 

□ EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION IS $30 IF POSTMARKED BY 3/18/09 

□  LATE REGISTRATION IS $40 IF POSTMARKED AFTER 3/18/09   

□ STUDENT FEE IS $20.00 - LATE FEE IS $25  IF POSTMARKED AFTER 3/18/09 
                
Method of Payment 
□  Check 

□  Visa 

□  Master Card 
 
__________________________________ 
Credit Card Number                                                 Expiration Date 
 
 

__________________________________ 
Name on Card / Signature                                 3  digit security code  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Total $ _____ 

 Please make check payable to: 
 

University of Nebraska 

Cancellations are accepted up to 48 
hours prior to the conference 

 by calling Jeannie at  
(402) 472-3717 or 

e-mailing at 
jpittam1@unl.edu 

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM 
AND FEE BY MARCH 18, 2009 TO: 

 
Jeannie Pittam 

Nutrition & Health Sciences 
110 Leverton Hall 

University of Nebraska 
Lincoln, NE  68583-0808 

402/472-3717 
FAX:  402/472-1587 

Email:  jpittam1@unl.edu 

1:00 - 2:15          Produce Outbreak 
                                 Update 

2:15 - 2:45          Food Safety Response to  
         Salmonella Contamination of  
         Alamosa, CO Water System  
         
        Update on Country of Origin                              
        Labeling 

2:45 - 3:00        Break 

3:00 - 4:15          Sanitation:  Essential  
         Foundation for Food Safety 

 

 
Extension is a Division of the Institute of Agriculture 

and Natural Resources at the University of         
Nebraska-Lincoln cooperating with the Counties  
and the United States Department of Agriculture. 

 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension           

educational programs abide with the                     
non-discrimination policies of the University of     

Nebraska-Lincoln and the United States             
Department of Agriculture. 
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Partial funding for the 5th Annual Food 

Safety Task Force conference is through 
the Nebraska Food Protection Task Force 
Grant, sponsored by the Food and Drug    

Administration  


